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Legal Research Task
Human trafficking and slavery have been a global challenge that has faced the world of late, both internationally and domestically. The most vulnerable population has been women and girls (Finckenauer, 2018). Besides, men have also experienced international slavery and human trafficking through forced labor. According to the report issued by the International Labor Organization (ILO), a total estimated population of 24.9 victims had been reported to have been trapped under the modern-day slavery and human trafficking (Finckenauer, 2018). Sixteen million of that population had been exploited in terms of labor, 4.8 million were sexually misused, and a significant population was exploited in terms of state-forced labor. The United States of America has also had significant cases of domestic slavery and human trafficking. A report released in 2016 stated that close to 400,000 of the Americans were living under modern slavery, while close to 9000 of the Americans were suspected to might have been subjected to human trafficking in 2017 (Bales, 2017). 
There are formal statements that have been enacted to protect human rights in the world. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) was adopted by the United Nations to protect the political and civil rights of people (Muntarbhorn, 2017). Article 8 talks about their rights not to be enslaved, while article 7 is the right not to be tortured. ICCPR had 74 signatories during its formation and has been ratified in 172 countries. Article 4 of UDHR also talks about freedom from slavery. ICECSR had 71 signatories and is ratified by 170 countries. UDHR, on the other hand, had 150 countries signing into it. Through their articles, UDHR, ICCPR, and ICECSR have advocated for the freedom against slavery, campaigning for the respect of human rights through the promotion of domestic and international unity and coordination under the United Nations (Smith, 2016).
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